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The Peak Body of the Stormwater Industry, Stormwater Australia welcomes the recommendations of the 
long awaited report from the Australian Senate Inquiry into Australia’s Stormwater Sector. The Senate 
report, tabled earlier this month, has the potential to move the Australian Stormwater Industry into new 
and exciting waters.   

The Inquiry examined stormwater recycling, re-use and flood mitigation projects, the likely effects of 
climate change, and the policy and funding barriers to realising the economic and environmental benefits 
of stormwater management.  

The Senate report acknowledges the significant contribution made by Stormwater Australia.  Industry 
stakeholders played a significant role in contributing their knowledge, expertise and suggestions to tell a 
well-rounded story.  This is evidenced by the quality and pertinence of the recommendations handed down 
by the Senate Committee who is to be congratulated for recognising the significant opportunities for a 
national approach, while recognising the barriers currently standing in the way of progress due to current 
fragmented and disparate approaches.  

Senator Xenophon backed the Committee’s majority report, calling on the Federal Government to establish 
a National Stormwater Initiative and explore with state governments new funding models to put 
stormwater on a secure national footing. 

“A national stormwater policy agenda is a no-brainer in responding to the challenges of water security, 
flood control and climate change,” said Senator Xenophon,  “Historically, state and federal governments 
had largely neglected stormwater management, seeing it as the ‘poor cousin’ of water supply and 
sanitation which generated huge revenues from households. Local governments were often forced to fund 
projects as best they could.  

Key recommendations to establish the National Stormwater Initiative and conduct a stormwater audit of 
opportunity are fully supported by Stormwater Australia.  “Our members have the skills and experience to 
ensure that the results of these initiatives will translate into outcomes that will deliver innovation and 
water security under impending climatic variability.  It will also deliver economic opportunities for Australia 
through export of National IP from our skilled technology developers” says Stormwater Australia National 
President Andrew Allan, “a successful future for stormwater management very much lies in the 
opportunities presented by technology development, innovation and initiating integrated approaches to 
water and catchment planning. 

Stormwater Australia will be playing an active part in encouraging the government to promptly adopt the 
Senate Recommendations. “We need to get on with the job of unlocking the considerable value and 
opportunities stormwater presents to Australia’s economic growth through increased employment and 
economic opportunities, says Allan,  “and at the same time we will be creating a better and more resilient 
environment for current and future generations of Australians.     

Stormwater Australia calls on the government to adopt the recommendations without delay. 
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