
 
 

Senate Inquiry To Hear Why Stormwater Management Is An Economic, Safety and 

Environmental ‘No Brainer’! 

 

This Monday’s (18 May) first Public Hearing of the Senate Environment and 

Communications References Committee Enquiry into Stormwater will hear why effective 

stormwater management just makes good sense for a range of economic, safety and 

environmental reasons. 

 

The Hearing will take place at Yarra Suite, Melbourne Marriott (Cnr Exhibition & 

Lonsdale Streets, Melbourne), beginning at 1.00 pm. 

 

The first witnesses called to the Hearing will be Andrew Allan, President of Stormwater 

Australia, supported by colleagues from Stormwater Victoria. 

 

Stormwater Australia is the nation’s pre eminent stormwater industry association 

representing more than 1,000 individual, corporate, government and institutional 

members. 

 

Stormwater Australia’s submission was one of 57 public submissions received by the 

committee, a remarkable number given the 5 week ‘window’ the corporate, government, 

community, academic and association sectors had to respond. 

 

Mr Allan will be providing evidence highlighting how stormwater management has been 

too long overlooked as a government priority.   

 

‘For far too long stormwater has had to really fight for attention at all levels of 

government planning for meeting their future water needs’ Mr Allan said. 

 

‘In the world’s driest continent it is hugely frustrating for people right across Australia to 

watch potentially usable water running down the drains every time it rains.  

 

‘In May, the Bureau of Meteorology identified the tropical Pacific as again turning to the 

early stages of El Nino, and so this once again highlights the importance of utilizing 

stormwater in times of plenty to bank against times of drought’ Allan continued.. 

 



‘Investments in quality stormwater infrastructure can provide useful and usable water to 

all our metropolitan, regional and rural centres every time it rains. 

 

‘And usually for a fraction of the cost of desalination plants, all of which by the way are 

only set up to meet the water needs of our major metropolitan centres.’ 

 

 

‘The cost of urban flooding is also an often overlooked impact and relates directly to the 

way we should be designing and building our cities.’ 

 

‘Flooding in Australia potentially costs lives and causes millions and millions of dollars 

worth of damage nearly every year.’ 

 

‘Well designed stormwater management systems should be integral components of any 

flood mitigation system, and by better using excess water we can reduce flood risk, 

improve the environment and support more resilient cities’. 

 

Allan was looking forward to encouraging Committee members to push for all levels of 

government to make sure stormwater management is front and centre when it came to 

water management planning. 

 

‘We are delighted the Australian Senate is considering this important matter. 

 

The economic, social and environmental benefits of effective stormwater management 

really do make the case for its integration into all levels of government a real ‘no brainer’ 

Allan concluded  

 

Ends. 

 

For further information please contact Stormwater Australia via President Andrew 

Allan 0417 516 756, nationalpresident@stormwater.asn.au 
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